
Bill Is Introduced 
in the House

Bill Is Introduced 
in the Senate

You can let your members of Congress 
know what you think of the issues 
being considered in Congress. Referred to Senate Committee Referred to House Committee

Referred to Subcommittee Referred to Subcommittee

Subcommittee reviews legislation 
and sends it recommendations to 

full Committee

Subcommittee reviews legislation 
and sends it recommendations to 

full Committee

Committee votes on 
recommendations and reports out 

the bill

Committee votes on 
recommendations and reports out 

the bill

Your member of Congress has greater 
influence on legislation being reviewed 
by the Committees on which they sit.  If 
they do not sit on the Committee, they 
can talk to their colleagues who are on 
the Committee.

Senate debate and vote on the 
legislation

House debate and vote on the 
legislation

Your member of Congress has an 
opportunity to vote on the measure.  It 
is important to share your views on the 
proposed legislation.

Conference Committee
Members from both chambers that are appointed to the committee negotiate 

differences between the Senate and House versions of the legislation.

Another key juncture for you to share your views.  If your members of Congress 
are on the conference committee, they are in a key position to influence the final 
outcome of the legislation.  If not, then your lawmaker should be encouraged to 
discuss it with colleagues on the conference committee.

If the President approves the measure, it becomes public law.

Let the President know what you think of the measure.

Senate 
Approves
Measure

House 
Approves
Measure

How A Bill 
Becomes A 

Law
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Legislative Body
United States Congress

State Legislature
County Commission

City Council

Interest Groups
Museums 

and Museum Service Organizations

Executive Branch
(Bureaucracy)

President, Governors, County 
Executive, Mayors

Federal, State, and Local 
Agencies – Institute of 

Museum and Library Services, 
State Arts and Humanities 

Councils, Local School 
Districts

The legislative branch
wants the executive 

branch to approve and 
implement  the public 
policies it makes and 

support for re-election.

The executive 
branch wants 
lawmakers to 
provide the  

resources ($$) and 
policies that will help 

it carrying out its 
agenda.

The legislative branch wants 
support for re-election

Interest Groups 
want public policy and 

resources ($$) that 
are favorable to their 

interests.

The executive branch wants the 
interest groups to support and 
advance their agenda in the 

legislative branch.

Interests Groups want the 
executive branch to make 

regulations or administrative 
policies and allocate resources 
($$) that favor their interests.
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